Hunters, Anglers Honor Attorney General Mike McGrath

As hunting horns played traditional hunting 
songs from the 15th century fair chase hunting author and MWF member Jim Posewitz, along with MWF president Chris Marchion and Executive Director Craig Sharpe, presented Attorney General Mike McGrath with an appreciation award for his outstanding support of Montana’s world class hunting and fishing heritage.  

  “I’m a little surprised and speechless, frankly,” McGrath said during the event.

  The event was supported by more than twenty hunting and fishing organizations from across Montana, plus dozens of Montana businesses ranging from archery and fly shops, to taxidermists, guides, and outfitters.  The groups and businesses signed a letter thanking McGrath for all he has done.   In the letter they commend McGrath for his strong positions regarding the rights of Montanans to access our rivers and streams and the protection of Montana’s clean water, abundant wildlife, sustainable habitats and recreation opportunities. 

  “Hunters and fisherman from across the state saw a need to recognize the Attorney General for his commitment to our issues,” said Marchion.  “He’s a humble guy who goes about his work quietly.  We thought it was high-time he be publicly thanked for all he has done for us.”

  In 2003 the Attorney General voiced his support for Montana’s stream access laws when a group of landowners attempted to challenge the rights of the public to access public streams and rivers up to the high water mark.  Again in 2006, Mike McGrath supported Montana sportsmen by joining a lawsuit to help ensure protections of backcountry roadless areas, which are necessary in providing the secure habitat needed to sustain Montana’s five week general hunting season.

  “I’ve worked hard to ensure public access to public lands,” said McGrath, “and I look forward to working with the hunters and anglers of Montana to ensure critical wildlife habitat.”  McGrath added, “This means a great deal to me and I sincerely appreciate the recognition.”

  As part of his support of the 2001 Roadless Rule, Attorney General McGrath acknowledged that Montana’s five-week long big game general hunting season depends extensively upon the habitat security provided by roadless areas.  He has also recognized that roadless areas are significant sources of thousands of fishing days for both residents and tourists.

  After the event McGrath commented to a reporter, “Defending Montana’s Hunting and Fishing heritage is probably the best part of my job.” tc "Hunters, Anglers Honor Attorney General Mike McGrath"
