Outdoor News

Chronic Wasting Disease, Moose and Handling Game Update
  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks is recommending precautions to hunters who harvest big game. 

  In recent years, hunters nationwide have become more aware of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), a fatal brain disease in deer and elk.  While CWD is not known to be transmissible to humans or to cause disease in humans, hunters have increased questions about hunting in and handling wild game harvested from “CWD states” where the disease has been found among wild deer or elk. 

  Montana is not a “CWD state” because CWD has not yet been identified in the wild. However, being informed and practicing safe methods of handling meat in the field are precautions that will help to protect you and Montana’s wild herds. 

  FWP established the first wild deer and elk surveys for CWD in 1996 in Montana and to date over 7,000 animals have been tested and all were found negative. However, the confirmation of CWD infected deer and elk in Montana bordering states and Canadian provinces suggests that it may only be a matter of time before it is discovered in Montana.  

  Therefore, FWP says, until more is known, hunters should take common sense precautions: 

* avoid shooting animals that look sick and report all such animals to FWP; 

* wear rubber gloves when field dressing game and practice good hygiene; 

* minimize contact with brain and spinal cord tissue; 

* avoid handling or consuming brains, spinal cord, tonsils, pancreas and spleen or other lymphatic tissues; 

* if you hunt in a state where CWD is reported in wild deer and elk, process your meat in that state and do not transport whole animals into Montana (this suggestion comes from MWF); and

*  if you hunt in a state other than Montana, inquire as to the CWD status of that state and review special CWD regulations or guidelines that apply in that state.

  This fall, FWP will collect more deer and elk tissue samples from animals harvested by hunters. The agency has now developed a statewide management plan to respond to CWD, if and when the disease is detected in Montana’s wildlife populations.  For more information on CWD, check the FWP home page at http://fwp.mt.gov under Hot Topics to review the environmental assessment.

Hunter Harvested Moose Tests Positive for CWD
  The Colorado Division of Wildlife (DOW) has confirmed the first case of CWD in a wild Bull Moose killed by an archer and submitted for testing on Sept. 12. The moose was harvested legally by a licensed archery hunter in GMU 171, which is located in Jackson County, south of Cameron Pass.

  The DOW has worked to develop the most efficient and accurate CWD testing program in the country. CWD testing for moose was made mandatory in Colorado in 2003. Since 2002, 288 moose have been tested without any positive results.

  Nearly 13,000 deer and elk were submitted for CWD testing in Colorado between Aug. 2004 and April 2005. Of those animals, 175 tested positive for CWD.

  “This is a single case of CWD in moose, and given their social habits we believe that cases in moose are likely to be a rare occurrence,” said Mike Miller, wildlife veterinarian with the DOW.

  Deer, elk and moose are all members of the deer family. However, unlike deer and elk, moose do not form herds or large social groups. Moose are typically solitary animals and generally only stay with other moose in cow-calf pairs.

Missouri Breaks Monument Update
  With an anticipated public release date of October 18, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)/Resource Management Plan (RMP) for the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument is the product of more than four years of deliberation. 

  The Lewistown BLM Field Office will take public comments for 90 days ending mid-January, depending on the specific day the DEIS is released. Public meeting dates have been selected so they won’t compete with Montana’s big game general season and will begin November 28, 2005 in Winifred and end in Kalispell on December 14, 2005. Meeting schedules for Lewistown, Ft. Benton, Big Sandy, Havre, Chinook, Hays, Malta, Billings, and Great Falls are listed on the back page of this newsletter, Step Up For Wildlife. For more information, visit BLM’s website at http://www.mt.blm.gov/ldo/um/index.html for the complete schedule. 

  The public has high hopes that the document will exhibit a vision for protecting the wildlife “objects” as well as the historical, cultural, and geological “objects” in the Monument. However, among other poorly thought out plans, it is expected that there will be at least six (6) backcountry airstrips proposed near sensitive Bighorn sheep habitat and that protections for the superb elk and deer herds will be lacking. MWF has been advocating for no Special Use Permits for outfitting where the public doesn’t have equivalent access. Please review the RMP at the above web address and submit your comments.

  MWF believes that throughout the DEIS process there have been continual attempts to minimize many of the directives found in the Monument Proclamation. If hunters, anglers and wildlife enthusiasts want to establish a long-range, visionary conservation plan that assures public hunting and fishing opportunities and the conservation of wildlife into the future – then you need to speak out!

  MWF and its Missouri Breaks Monument “friends” have developed a 16 page full-color brochure that features the history of the Monument, its wildlife/hunting heritage and highlights the challenges still before us in the RMP planning process. Quotes from MWF stalwarts such as Dianne McDermand, Hugo Tureck and Darryl Olson complement the many high quality images and stories. MWF is offering this publication Free by emailing your request to Larry Copenhaver, at lcopenhaver@mtwf.org or by calling 1-800-517-7256.

Governor Buys Bison Tag Applications for Soldiers Helping Hurricane Recovery 

  Governor Brian Schweitzer offered to pay the bison license application fees for the upcoming bison hunt for soldiers headed to help with recovery efforts from Hurricane Katrina, 5 soldiers took him up on the offer.

  The Governor noted that the soldiers would be missing antelope season but would be back in time for the scheduled bison hunt.  “These Montanans are heading south to help our neighbors in need and we are proud of them,” said Governor Brian Schweitzer. “I know a few of them will want a chance to relax and go hunting when they get home, so I thought I’d get their names in the hat for a chance to go hunt a bison this winter.”

  5 National Guardsmen gave their names and information to the Governor to get tags. Fish, Wildlife and Parks assisted in filling out the paperwork and the Governor paid the $15.00, $3.00 per person. 

  The Montana National Guard mobilized approximately 200 Citizen Soldiers from across the state in support of Hurricane Katrina.  Forces from Montana consist of transportation, security/Military Police, fire fighting personnel and logistical units.  

Hunters Asked to Report Wolf Sightings
  Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, the U.S. Forest Service, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service request that hunters report any sightings or signs of wolves.  A gray wolf is, on average 2.5 feet tall; 5-6 feet long; 70-120 pounds with a broad snout, round ears and fur ranging from gray, black or tan to white.
  FWP must prepare annual reports to document the recovered status and distribution of the Montana wolf population.  Information provided by hunters will help aid in the management and ultimate delisting of wolves from the Endangered Species Act.  
  To report wolves or wolf sign, contact the nearest FWP office. To report a dead wolf or possible illegal activity, contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at 307-261-6365 or call 1-800-TIP-MONT.   
  Montana management authority for the state’s recovered, but still federally protected wolf population, allows much of its approved wolf conservation and management plan to be carried out today.  
  Wolves in northern Montana are currently classified as “endangered” and wolves in southern Montana are managed as “experimental, non-essential.”  Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks makes wolf management decisions, allowing Montana to begin meeting the challenges of living with the recovered population now instead of waiting for delisting. 
  FWP’s wolf program is working to actively manage a recovered wolf population.  Hunting will be prohibited until the wolf is no longer protected under the Endangered Species Act.
  For more information visit FWP’s web site, Wolf Conservation & Management web page.

Bison Update

  The Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission gave final approval in September for the first bison hunt in Montana in 15 years. The 90-day hunt beginning Nov.15 allows for the harvest of 50 either-sex wild bison. 

  The Yellowstone National Park bison population has recently been documented at 4,900 animals, the highest recorded in recent years. Hunters will pursue bison primarily on public land as they migrate into Montana from the Park. 

  In accordance with a new state law, 16 of the licenses will be issued to Montana Indian tribe members. In January, the commission delayed the implementation of a prior proposal for a 30-day, 10 license hunt but went ahead and awarded the licenses to successful applicants through a lottery drawing. The 10 licenses holders are now included in the total allowance of 50 licenses. The remaining 24 licenses were up for grabs in a Sept 30 deadline for submission drawing. The drawing will be held the first week of October.

  The new hunt was approved by the commission only after negotiations, pushed by Governor Schweitzer’ office, opened up an additional 30,000 acres, increased the number of permits and eliminated the Dept. of Livestock hazing of bison back into the park during the hunting season.  The new approach is one-step toward a much needed long-term bison conservation management plan called for by hunters and conservationists which includes ‘fair chase’, ethical opportunities that follow the North American Fish and Wildlife Conservation Model. According to this Model and the principles ascribed to by MWF, wild bison must be treated and managed as wildlife by FWP - not as livestock or by a livestock agency. 

  A partnership of state and federal agencies (National Park Service, USDA Forest Service, USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Montana Department of Livestock, and Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks) that currently manage bison in and around Yellowstone National Park recently completed a five-year status review of the Interagency Bison Management Plan (IBMP), implemented in December 2000.  

  As required by the IBMP, the review was done to determine if the goals of the IBMP are being met, evaluate the status of the objectives over the first five years of operations, determine if those tasks have been completed, and assess whether the agencies can progress to the next step as outlined in the IBMP. 

  According to the review, the agencies are said to be effectively working together and have met the main goals of the IBMP to keep bison and cattle separated, protect private property, and manage the bison population in a way that protects both Yellowstone’s wild and free-roaming bison population and Montana’s brucellosis-free status.

  MWF and other conservationist, however, believe the IBMP has many flaws and is moving too slowly in creating a true wild, free-roaming bison management plan. MWF believes the highest priority should be risk-management and management prescriptions that respect and treat wild bison as wildlife.

