FWP Proposes New Resident License Fee’s

  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) has released its plans to ask the Montana Legislature to increase the hunting and fishing license fees for residents of Montana. The agency said its expenditures exceed license sales income by $2 million a year and at this rate, FWP’s checking account will be empty in a couple years.  Addressing the MWF board at its August meeting, FWP director Jeff Hagener said, “Montana’s fish and wildlife management programs administered by FWP face a serious situation. To balance FWP’s budget, Montana hunters and anglers must decide if license fees should be increased or if programs should be cut. And, if you look at what other western states are charging on the average, Montana is well below the average.” 

  For several years after the last general fee increase was approved by the Montana Legislature in 1991, FWP has been able to maintain and enhance many needed programs that have been requested by sportsmen and sportswomen. Since then, the only increase in resident fees has been the addition of an earmarked $2 hunter access-enhancement fee (Block Mangement Program) in 2001 and a $2.25 fee in 2003 to provide access to state lands and reimburse counties for search-and-rescue costs for lost hunters or anglers. The agency has justified the possible license increase by saying that the current level of services and programs cannot be sustained indefinitely with resident license prices that were set 14 years ago. Furthermore, social and political demands are requiring greater expenditures, FWP must deal with many more issues than a decade ago such as frivolous game farm lawsuits, helping urban residents address nuisance wildlife issues, providing expanded public fishing and hunting access opportunities, and demands by legislators that attack the agencies management authority, to name a few. Lastly, the overall rate of inflation—which affects everyone’s costs—charted a 35 percent rise in the consumer price index since the last increase, the cost of doing business has not kept up with the income generated from license sales.

  A fee increase approved by the 2005 Legislature would not raise license fees until March 2006 and revenue from the new funds would not start to build until fiscal year 2007. If FWP delays the request until 2007, money would not be available for use until fiscal year 2009 causing a multi-million dollar budget shortfall, the elimination of some programs, and employee positions. 

  FWP is requesting public comment be received by November 1.

  For more information go to www.fwp.state.mt.us/feeproposal.asp, and for opportunities to comment, visit FWP”s website at:  http://www.fwp.state.mt.us/publicnotices/show.aspx?id=657.
