Affiliate Corner

MWF’s 23 local affiliate sportsmen’s clubs are critical to the strength of our organization. Spread throughout Montana, these affiliates, by their very nature, are engaged with local issues, can mobilize quickly and respond to their elected officials. More than this, they carry the voice of local citizens; have a significant bearing on statewide issues, and our wildlife, lands, and waters as well as our hunting/angling heritage. Each club performs the function of centralizing Montana’s sporting community in their home area. If your local club isn’t affiliated with MWF and you would like more information, please contact us at MWF.

  Recognizing the significant values of these affiliates, MWF has a comprehensive strategy to enhance communication between MWF, the affiliates and state and federal wildlife/land managers. These efforts include one sportsmen’s meeting with FWP Regional offices each quarter. For more information about MWF efforts to organize regional meetings, please contact Larry Copenhaver at 1-800-517-7256 or email: lcopenhaver@mtwf.org.

Anaconda Sportsmen Club (ASC) – ASC recently conducted their annual clean-up projects in Tin Can Gulch and Stumptown; each year they haul away dump truckloads of trash.

  ASC is concerned with a large subdivision west of Anaconda on Stuckey Ridge. The platted roads are in the process of construction and ASC has urged FWP to protect area wildlife values in the process which they will also present to the Deer Lodge County Commissioners in an upcoming meeting.

  ASC has joined with George Grant Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Skyline Sportsmen, and Deer Lodge County in an embryonic collaborative organization, the Warm Springs Working Group. ARCO, the current owner of Butte’s Berkeley Pit, plans to backfill the Warm Springs Settling Ponds constructed as far back as the 1920s. The area is rich with fish and wildlife habitat and a few renowned “fishin’ holes’ like the Hog Hole where 8-12 lb. brown trout are not only possible but probable. ARCO is seeking to resolve risk, especially dam liability issues. The Clark Fork River Technical Committee is assisting in finding solutions; sale of the ponds to FWP is being explored.

Big Sky Upland Bird Association (BSUBA) – BSUBA has engaged the youth hunter in a serious way. They have arranged for a Youth Pheasant Hunt for the second week of the season on the Teller Wildlife Refuge near Corvallis on an annual basis. This year they presented a seminar on bird hunting during local Hunter Education class test days while hunter-ed students were waiting for their grades. Stay tuned for a date on their “Wing-shot Warm Up” sporting clay event the “kick-off” traditionally held the weekend before the September 1 upland bird season opens.

Billings Rod and Gun Club (BRGC) – Yellowstone County Commissioners recently voted unanimously to re open a stretch of the Alexander Road that accesses a State School Section about five miles N.E. of Billings. A number of organizations including BRGC and MWF affiliate PLAAI, led by John Gibson, requested this action. These same organizations agreed to construct a parking lot nearby on state land. DNRC and FWP officials supported this opening.

  BRGC contacted County Commissioners and the Yellowstone County Park Board requesting that their co-operation with FWP to construct a fishing access site approximately 20 miles east of Billings on county property located on Arrow Island in the Yellowstone River.

Bitterroot Houndsmen Association (BCHA) – BCHA reports a successful and informative signature event/meeting in April featuring Rich DeSimone, FWP Garnet Mountains Lion Study Biologist, and Dr. Toni Ruth, world renowned lion biologist living in Idaho. An August meeting is planned with key speaker Jack Reneau, Boone and Crockett Club Records coordinator to be held at the Skalkaho Lodge near Hamilton. BCHA will lead detailed analysis discussion of mountain lion management in Montana at MWF’s August retreat.

Custer Rod and Gun Club (CRGC) – CRGC reports that 90 percent of the “dirt” work, and 80 percent of total renovation work on their shooting range complex, funded by a $20,000 NRA grant, is completed. The range is still in use and the club recently completed their annual Lady’s Day shoot and their Youth Clay Bird Shoot.

Dawson County Rod and Gun  (DCRG) –   With the leadership of DCRG and the Glendive Chapter of Walleye Unlimited overlapping, the clubs logically worked together to hold their annual kids fishing day for nearly 100, primarily 6th grade students. Many of the leaders with DCRG are also board members of the Walleye chapter. Students were taught basic fishing skills and techniques with rods and reels they were able to keep and then spent a day of fishing with instructors. 

  The club with around 70 members is currently reviewing the dynamics and problems associated with corner crossings. Members were disappointed that SB78 was not passed by the legislature. 

Flathead Wildlife Inc. (FWI) – Due to sportsmen’s concern brought forth by FWI, FWP will write another Environmental Assessment (EA) considering a proposed Fishing Access Site (FAS) on Lake 5 near Evergreen. FWI has been active in defending the placement of this FAS on Lake Five utilizing the contribution of funds from a Kalispell resident whose late son enjoyed fishing there. Another FAS/boat ramp is being discussed on Crystal Lake near Happy’s Inn on US Highway 2 to replace a private but public access permitted boat launch that has changed hands and can no longer be used.

Gallatin Wildlife Association (GWA) – GWA continues to question brucellosis eradication and bison management funding especially since news of a brucellosis confirmation on Montana state legislator Bruce Malcolm’s ranch near Bridger. If elk are suspected to be the disease source, they fear that the federal agency, Animal and Plant Health Information Service (APHIS) will intrude even more in wildlife management in Montana. They also continue to participate in the Madison Valley Ranchlands Group managing the endless balancing act of trying to obtain access acceptable to landowners, obtaining elk harvests acceptable to FWP, and providing fair access to all hunters. 

Great Falls Archery Association (GFAA) – GFAA is preparing for their largest 3-D shooting event of the year on top of King’s Hill between Neihart and White Sulphur Springs. The event will be held on June 21 and 22, 2007.

Helena Hunters and Anglers (HH&A) – Besides considering possible youth membership opportunities, HH&A continues its vigilance on Forest Service related items specifically in the Helena National Forest travel plan for Forest Roads located in Jefferson County. Jefferson Co. insists that FS system roads are county roads that cannot be closed for resource management. HH&A supports proposed USFS road closures. They continue to protest the poorly sited National Guard Biathlon Range on FS lands on McDonald Pass west of Helena. A decision is expected this summer. The XO Mine on FS land in the upper Boulder River poses enormous impacts to the fishery, water quality and area wildlife due to its size and plan to envelope the river itself.  If approved it will rival the Berkeley Pit and nearby Montana Tunnels Mine in size. Stay tuned. 

Hellgate Hunters and Anglers (HHA) – Club volunteers are again in early June among more than 125 people who have come together for two years to remove barbed wire from elk winter range in the Rattlesnake National Recreation Area and on land nearby owned by the National Wildlife Federation. Removing several miles of hazardous wire that is no longer used and frequently laying about tangled in vegetation last year, the club has made the area significantly safer for the 300 elk that use the area as winter range.   

Laurel Rod and Gun Club (LRGC) – LR&GC is experiencing a growth spurt after a nearby shooting range in Billings was closed. Their trap range located in Riverside City Park in Laurel is getting lots of attention since that time. They also recently affiliated with PLAAI. A membership picnic/party is to be held on Saturday June 9, 2007. LR&GC wrote a letter to Mike Ryan of Bureau of Reclamation going on record opposing inadequate water flows in the Bighorn River.

Libby Rod and Gun Club (LR&GC) – Work to upgrade LR&GC‘s shooting range utilizing a Friends of the NRA grant continues. They have made arrangements to lease the facility to Lincoln County and will construct a “multi-purpose building” for use by the public and for club events. Libby Scattergunners, an arm of LR&GC is gearing up for summer shoots.

Meagher County Sportsmen (MCSA) – As reported in the last issue of Montana Wildlife, MCSA is investing in a youth competitive shooting league intent on producing proficient contestants who would be qualified to compete state-wide. On May 12, 2007, they celebrated their annual open-house and hosted a junior shooting competition.

Park County Rod and Gun Club (PCR&GC) – PCRGC has been advocating for revision of subdivision laws as Park County continues to grow out of control. One sample is the Ameya Preserve which pursued a Land Bank purchase of two sections on Strickland Creek outside Livingston. PCR&GA met with AMEYA developer, Wade Dokken in concert with DNRC land planners and MWF to discuss options for his project. A partial revision of the EA will be developed to replace inadequacies in the original EA.

Public Land and Water Access Association, Inc. (PL/WAAI) – As reported above, PL/WAAI working with Billings Rod and Gun Club was successful in securing a FAS on Arrow Island. Besides ongoing efforts to secure access to Boadle Road in Teton County and Bullwhacker Road in Blaine County, PL/WAAI has been dropped from the suit against Madison County in regards to access at Ruby River bridges brought forward by multi-billionaire and Ruby Valley landowner, Jim Kennedy.  PL/WAAI’s own suit against the same county has not been resolved at the present time.

Ravalli County Fish and Wildlife Association (RCFWA) – Although a stream side set-back bill failed in the 2007 Montana Legislature, the issue survives in Ravalli County. Originally designed by the Ravalli County Board of Realtors to head off state waterway set-back restrictions expected in SB345, RCFWA has worked with the County and the Board and is soon to resolve that issue for Ravalli County. 

  RCFWA donated $6000 to the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation to buttress an eventual sale to FWP/Habitat Montana program of the Wetzsteon property in French Basin. FWP pursued the purchase of this property as an incentive to facilitate a now-defunct state land exchange where sportsmen would lose access to traded state property. 

Russell Country Sportsmen Association (RCSA) –RCSA continues to be involved with two citizen’s consensus groups, the Devil’s Kitchen Working Group and the Sun River Working Group which deals mostly with grazing issues. 

  RCSA president John Borgreen and member Jim Ployhar met with DNRC Supervisor Mary Sexton to discuss exchanges of State Trust lands in the Fort Belknap Reservation for federal lands. Some tribal officials have suggested trading these lands for inappropriate federal lands in the “Notch” in the Little Rocky Mountains containing numerous mining claims and private lands. RCSA suggested to DNRC’s Sexton that purchasing private land through the Land Bank for exchange would be preferable to trading lands where sportsmen already have access. DNRC displayed a high interest in the proposal. Stay tuned.

Southeastern Sportsmen Assoc (SEMSA) - SEMSA is a very old club dating back to the days when Montana sportsmen were organized by regions - even predating MWF. As an MWF affiliate, SEMSA affiliated in 1995 but has been somewhat inactive in the recent past. Contact person Shawn Schock is a very busy man but has demonstrated an interest in reviving the club. Given that the Billings/southeastern Montana area has many interested sportsmen who could use a venue for pursuing hunting and fishing issues, SEMSA fits nicely. Help reinvigorate this one-time active organization; for more information on how you can help, please contact Larry Copenhaver at MWF.

