Outdoor News

CWD Update
Montana - “A clean bill of health for Montana’s free-ranging, wild deer and elk herds, “said Jeff Hagener, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks director. FWP has been conducting intensive testing of deer and elk harvested during the 2005 fall/winter hunting season and lab results as of January have not found any CWD. 

  Tissue samples from Montana are sent to Colorado State University for analysis and with a good hunter harvest this year, final results from all of the samples are not expected until spring. 

  FWP has developed a statewide management plan to prevent and respond to CWD, if and when the disease is detected in Montana. As part of this plan, the FWP Commission is currently considering a ban on transportation into Montana of heads and spinal columns of deer, elk and moose harvested in states where CWD infection has been confirmed such as has been adopted by many other state wildlife agencies. Exceptions to this rule will be taxidermy mounts and processed meat from harvested animals.  A final Commission decision is expected in late February.

  Kansas-The first case of CWD in a wild Kansas deer was confirmed in mid-January by the National Veterinary Services Laboratory in Ames, Iowa. The deer harvested during their December hunting season was taken in Cheyenne County. 

  This occurrence has triggered the state contingency plan for additional sampling of deer within the county by the Department of Wildlife and Parks to determine disease prevalence.

Colorado-The Colorado Division of Wildlife announced in late December that CWD was confirmed in two hunter harvested deer in two more of the states game management units. CWD had not previously been detected in this area of eastern Colorado; one north of Burlington and the other west of Pueblo.

  Additionally, two deer harvested near Fort Carson, an area where CWD had previously been detected, were also confirmed positive. 

  Utah-A total of eight new cases of CWD in Utah hunter harvested mule deer were confirmed with preliminary test results starting to come in from the 2005 fall hunting season. One animal was from a new location where CWD had not previously been detected, Daggett County in northeastern Utah. 
Montana Access Partners Program Needs Hunter and Angler Support
  Hunters and anglers from across the nation have voiced overwhelming support for Montana’s Hunting Access and Fishing Access Enhancement Programs. At the last Montana legislative session, with monumental hunter and angler support, both programs were adopted as permanent, instead of temporary, state programs.  While the programs are widely recognized as successful, expanding them has been limited due to a lack of funding. The Block Management Program alone has 1250 enlisted landowners providing about 8.5 million acres and yet many more landowners who would like to get into this program can’t due to a lack of funds.  

  Also during the last legislative session, the Private Land/Public Wildlife Council moved a recommendation to generate additional sources of funding identified as the “Montana Access Partners” project.  Through this project hunters and anglers can contribute $10 or more to hunting and fishing access programs directly though voluntary, tax-deductible donations to the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Foundation. 
  The new program, modeled on similar programs in Wyoming and Idaho, could go a long way in funding access projects through Block Management, Access Montana, and the Fishing Access Program. While the program doesn’t return any direct goods or services in return or in exchange for a contribution except an “I Support Access Programs” window decal, the revenue is dedicated to expanding long-term public access. The decal provides a visible symbol of support for public hunting/fishing access programs that can be proudly displayed. 

  The problem is that few people are aware of the program. For 2005, the Foundation only received $405 in contributions.  
  Even though hunters and anglers already contribute to the FWP programs through our license fees, and we have always stepped up to the plate financing wildlife and hunter/angler management, MWF asks that you consider further assistance to this particular effort. Contributions can be sent to the Helena FWP headquarters and all FWP regional and area offices, or by mail to the FWP Foundation at P.O. Box 200701, Helena, MT 59620-0701.

FWP Seeking Comments on Commercial Use of Department Lands
  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks announced a public scoping process in December for the development of a “comprehensive set of administrative rules to govern commercial use that occurs on lands and waters under the control of FWP.” 
  While the initial scoping comments are due February 15, FWP does not anticipate that the FWP Commission will make a final decision on the rules until the fall of 2006 after drafting preliminary governance’s for further public review. 

  Currently FWP does not have a process for determining what type of commercial use is compatible with the intended purpose of FWP owned lands or how to evaluate the use. For instance, many outfitters currently use fishing access sites to launch commercial float trips. These sites have been established and are maintained with angler license revenues under the Fishing Access Enhancement Program for public benefit. Another example is FWP owned and maintained wildlife management areas that were established and are managed for site specific wildlife benefits with funding from hunters and anglers.  Should these publicly owned lands be open to commercial use such as outfitting or non-consumptive types of commercial use, wildlife viewing guided tours or educational programs? Should commercial users be granted the privilege or right through an FWP permit application process or does this open our state owned fish and wildlife areas to exclusive opportunities?

  For more information go to the FWP Commercial Rules Web-page (the stated deadline of Feb 10 deadline - should be Feb 15): http://fwp.mt.gov/publicnotices/notice_991.aspx.

Sage-Grouse Adopt-a-Lek Gearing up for April
  Sage-grouse will be undertaking their annual courtship displays on breeding leks throughout Montana in just a few months. April 2006 will be the eighth year that volunteers from MWF affiliate Big Sky Upland Bird Association and the National Wildlife Federation will be trained and reimbursed for taking their campers and bird-dogs afield to count sage-grouse at remote locations across the state. 

  The lek identification and bird counting program developed by NWF is an invaluable tool in monitoring this remarkable game bird. Lek counts are the standard methods used to understand sage-grouse population trends. Besides being fun and a great reason to get in the field in early spring, using trained volunteer citizen’s also engages and provides a wonderful wildlife conservation education opportunity.

  If you are interested in volunteering a minimum of 5-days afield, contact Jay Gore at NWF in Missoula at (406) 721-6705. 
