MWF Kicks-off Second Year of  Waterways Clean-up Project
  In 2005 Montana Wildlife Federation launched the statewide, two-tiered Monofilament Recovery and Recycling Program dedicated to cleaning up waterways and reducing the negative impacts from improperly discarded monofilament fishing line. MWF is proudly expanding the program in 2006 adding 60 more sites to the 58 locations established in the past year. 

  MWF’s program is only the fifth such statewide program in the U.S.  In cooperation with local Boy Scouts of America troops, MWF monofilament line collection tubes are constructed out of PVC tubing and then installed, in cooperation with Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks at identified, high public use waterway locations. Collection sites include Fishing Access Sites on streams and rivers, State Parks, and private and public boat launches. While most of the sites to-date are maintained by FWP field personnel, 16 public boat launch sites around Canyon Ferry Reservoir near Helena are monitored by the Bureau of Reclamation. 

  Most fishing line today is monofilament, flexible plastic that is non-biodegradable. Monofilament can take up to 600 years to breakdown. Improperly disposed monofilament line entangles or may be unintentionally consumed by migratory birds, fish and other wildlife as well as pets. Most recreational waterway users and some private landowners have also experienced some inconvenience associated with improperly discarded line and/or hooks. The on-site collection tubes provide convenient stations for anglers to deposit used line. The line is than collected, shipped to Pure Fishing, a Berkley Fishing Company recycling program, and then remanufactured into underwater, non-polluting fish habitat structures.

  Promoting good stewardship of the environments in Montana and as a measure of accountability and responsibility for sustainable, healthy fish and wildlife, to diminish the impacts from improperly discarded monofilament line, and to promote responsible, ethical recreation behavior MWF hopes to further build the effort into a  community based program by working with local hunting and fishing clubs. Local clubs can sign up to receive the tubes and free shipping materials for the collected line to be returned to Berkley, and then they would either install the tubes at appropriate locations or negotiate placement with FWP or other agencies responsible for managing an area.  The club, in negotiation with the appropriate agency, would share or be responsible for the monitoring and collection of line and shipment of the line for recycling. 

  For more information visit the MWF Web-site and click on the side-bar prompt: Monofilament Recovery and Recycling Program or contact MWF at (800) 517-7256.tc "MWF Kicks-off Second Year of  Waterways Clean-up Project"
