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Information Gap
  Montana is a vast, diverse landscape supporting a tremendous diversity of game and non-game. There are more than 200 hunting, fishing and wildlife oriented organizations spread across the state. Hunters, anglers, wildlife and our landscapes face many challenges and at the same time there many new, significant management strategies evolving everyday. 

  For many years Montana Wildlife Federation, this states largest organization of hunters and anglers, has recognized that a major weakness within the hunting/angling community is communication. 

  Communicating with and bringing hunters/anglers together, updating them on the latest issues and to shrink the information gap, MWF has created a new position, Communications Coordinator. Montana Wildlife Federation has hired longtime Montana wildlife conservationist Rich Day to lead this effort. Rich will coordinate MWF communications and enhance outreach and education efforts with affiliate and non-affiliate hunter and angler groups, media, conservation groups and with agencies. 

  One effort for Rich includes educating the public and key agency officials about the recently proposed Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) conservation strategies and the building of a broad based citizen-conservation coalition to ensure that high priority actions are implemented effectively for wildlife conservation. FWP recently completed its Montana Comprehensive Fish and Wildlife Conservation Strategy, which identifies fish and wildlife species and their related habitats that are in greatest need of conservation and proposes the actions necessary to improve them.

  “I’m excited about the opportunity to engage hunters and anglers in this new program and the work by MWF,” Day said. “Helping to gain public support for the conservation strategies program and to enhance communication between hunters and anglers will certainly benefit all Montanans who enjoy wildlife.”

  Montana Wildlife Federation is one of only five National Wildlife Federation affiliates from across the U.S selected to work on state fish and wildlife agencies conservation strategies. The goals of this collaborative effort are to conserve free-ranging native wildlife populations and healthy habitats, to nurture and foster new wildlife conservation leadership, and to revitalize Teaming With Wildlife coalitions.  

  MWF’s focus is to educate the public about the state wildlife strategies and to ensure that hunters and anglers are involved with the process, which bring on-the-ground increased benefits to wildlife, wildlife habitat as well as benefits for the public, including hunters and anglers

  This work may create a model for implementing fish and wildlife conservation strategies in other states. The federation believes the Montana strategy will help the state be better positioned to manage its diverse wildlife populations and conserve critical habitat. 

  While FWP, under this particular program, is broadening its work to consider the needs of more species, traditional fish and game species such as trout, walleyes, elk and mule deer will continue to be the primary focus as they have been in the past. What is different now is that FWP has federal funds to pay more attention to identified species, often conserving habitat that also will benefit traditional fish and game species using the same ecological areas (see below). Educating and reaching out to the public on this program is only one element of MWF’s Communication Coordinator responsibilities’.

  Day, who will have an office in Butte, will have a big part in carrying out Montana Wildlife Federation’s new strategic plan directed at improving the federation’s communications and relationships with hunters, anglers and private landowners across the state. “Considering the diversity of landscapes we have and the diverse world class wildlife we enjoy and with the large number of hunters and anglers we have, Montana cannot help but have a huge laundry list of issues and I believe we must be communicating better about how we can resolve these issues and look for solutions,” said Day. 
The Bird and the Buck

  Another reason to value and conserve nongame wildlife is that so many benefit game species. Take for example the Clark’s nutcracker. A relative of the gray jay, the Clark’s nutcracker caches thousands of limber pine seeds across several square miles during late summer. This disperses the hardy, low-growing conifer, which provides essential winter cover for mule deer along the Rocky Mountain Front. In addition, says Dr. Dayna Baumeister, a Helena ecologist who has studied limber pine on the Rocky Mountain Front, the tree also provides shade and wind protection for Douglas fir and wax currant. These two mule deer habitat species are unable to grow in the harsh Front environment without the microclimates that limber pine provide. 

“It’s pretty well understood that without the Clark’s nutcracker, there’d be far fewer limber pines, Doug fir, and wax currents along the Front,” Baumeister says. 

And without limber pine and their associated vegetation, there’d be fewer mule deer. “Those conifers are critical thermal cover,” says Gary Olson, FWP wildlife biologist at Choteau. “Up here along the Front, you’ll often find mule deer and elk beds on the lee side of limber pine and Douglas fir stands.” 
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