Faces of the MWF – Mike Whittington
Marital Status: Married to Linda for 33 yrs.,

   1 daughter, 1 son

Education: Bachelor’s in Civil Engineering, Master of Science in Hydrology from Colorado State University

Employment: Retired from public service, last position - Area Manager of Bureau of Reclamation Region that includes Montana and the Dakotas. Also worked for the National Park Service and Bureau of Land Management

Affiliations: Region 5 Associate Director of MWF, Board member of Billings Rod and Gun Club, Magic City Flyfishers, Beartooth Alliance 

 What has caused wind-speed recorders in Yellowstone Park to spin uncontrollably in the Soda Butte Creek drainage near Cooke City in recent years? Investigations turned up a trim, bearded man wielding his flyrod, intent on a pod of trout, casting up a storm, Mike Whittington! 

  Mike has spent a greater portion of his retirement years around the Northeast corner of the nation’s first National Park. Whether pursuing wily salmonids in the cool flows of the Lamar River or in Slough or Soda Butte Creeks or while monitoring cleanup operations of the mines located in the Clark Fork, Stillwater and Yellowstone headwaters near Cooke City or participating in FWP’s River Recreation Advisory Council, Mike’s passions seem to “flow” towards water. These and other efforts in and near the park and for the ordinary angler have left their mark on the landscape in many positive ways.

  A Trout Unlimited member since the 70s, he has followed in the footsteps of many a retiree member of MWF, working harder since he retired than while he was employed! Most recently, Mike participated on the Montana River Recreation Advisory Council (RRAC), representing resident non-commercial angling, one of a 22-member council. Within this capacity, Mike worked hard for the public’s equitable access to public resources. He worked to assure that no commercial outfitting business will acquire private property rights, a vested interest if you will, on the public’s water simply by virtue of operating a business. He also championed the concept of free-market distribution of permits should they ever become necessary.  This reflects back on MWF’s Policy on Water Recreation and rightly so, as he chairs the MWF’s Public Water and Aquatic Life Committee in addition to functioning as Region 5 Associate Director on MWF’s Board. Along with 2 other MWF aligned members, a framework was developed by the RRAC to deal with social conflict on our rivers, complete with 22 Guiding Principles, of which Mike played no small part. Since that time, Mike has cooperated with three fellow Billings Rod and Gun Club members to solicit University experts to develop a model of what a free-market permit system might look like. The results are yet to be forthcoming.

  Mike’s background in hydrology served him on related issues as well, especially in the Yellowstone Park area. When the Beartooth Alliance filed a lawsuit to require Crown Butte Mine to clean up mine properties they acquired in the Cooke City area, Mike participated both as a member of the negotiating team and then later as the technical advisor and oversight coordinator of the clean-up effort. Crown Butte Resources lost that suit and subsequently was fined heavily. A collectively negotiated settlement headed by Beartooth Alliance, with Mike as lead, pursued and succeeded to effect an Act of Congress that gave the federal government authority to buy out Crown Butte’s interests; the resulting funds were put in an escrow account to pay clean-up costs for reclaiming the old mine wastes after the lawsuit was successfully vacated. To date, none of the permanent funds have been spent on the project; interest income alone has been sufficient to keep the reclamation operation moving forward to the tune of a $4 million per year budget. The project got off the ground in 1998 but “dirt” didn’t start to fly until 2001. When the work is complete, the futures of the Stillwater, Yellowstone and Clark’s Fork of the Yellowstone headwaters as quality fisheries are bright. Soon they can return to their full splendor, thanks to the efforts of Mike Whittington and friends.

  When he’s not fishing or fighting water battles, Mike does enjoy big-game hunting, mostly deer and antelope although he has been known to head for the Missouri Breaks for some elk hunting. He admits to causing more atmospheric anomalies when he hunts Huns, the holes are in the air rather than the birds! Thanks to Mike for all his efforts from MWF, enjoy your retirement. u
