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  For many years, Flathead Wildlife, Inc. has made a ‘bluebird box program’ one of its major fundraising projects. Members annually gather to build bluebird boxes that are sold to support club activities.  Proceeds have supported many community outdoor related efforts such as student environmental studies, youth hunter education programs, legislative efforts, increasing local youth and family fishing opportunities, preserving local wildlife habitat, and other hunting, fishing and wildlife youth efforts or projects (local boy scouts for example). 

  In recent years, however, the club has begun to note and become more involved in alarming losses of public access to public lands and waters in the Flathead.  A little more than a year ago, the club challenged County Commissioners when they opted to close a county right-of-way to an 80-acre parcel of National Forest land on the Flathead River.  Members were successful in that action after they filed a legal complaint.  

  Just recently, the County thought it would be appropriate to accept newly proposed roadway standards from a developer who was looking to make water-view lands into waterfront lands in a proposed development. The County prepared to abandon an older right-of-way paralleling a public waterway that has been used by the public for fishing and family outings for years.  The abandonment action was opposed by members of Flathead Wildlife and the Region 1 office of Fish, Wildlife & Parks that spoke out at a Commissioner’s hearing in September.  Chuck Hunt, FWI president said that the area is a historically popular public recreation area and the club will continue to stay engaged with negotiations and stand-up for the public.  

Billings Rod and Gun Club

  For five years the Billings Rod and Gun Club has been purchasing fence gate latches and donating them to landowners who allow reasonable public access to their property for hunting or fishing. Club members select landowners who are willing to allow any reasonable sportsmen or sportswomen access. Club members are asked to not simply give a gate latch to their Uncle Jim who only allows family members to hunt but to landowners who believe granting some public access is the right thing to do! 

  Past president, John Gibson said, “We are recognizing landowners that care about the Montana tradition of public hunting on private land. This outreach to landowners has put 150 gate latches in the field and improved relationships between many landowners, hunters and anglers.”

  The BRGC board also decided to include area Block Management Program landowner/cooperators in the effort. The club now gives out many latches at the FWP sponsored landowner/cooperator appreciation dinners. BRGC recognizes that many BMA cooperators could exclusively lease their land for more money than the program can provide and that sportsmen and sportswomen owe them a big thank you. John said, “This is a wonderful way of giving back to the landowner, making sure fence gates are latched securely and carrying-on our handshake tradition.”

  Last year the club spent about $1,000 on the program. Landowners are also allowed, at no charge, to visit the club and sight in their rifle or shoot a round of skeet or Sporting Clays at the club shooting range.

Hellgate Hunters and Anglers

  This year, five members of Helena Hunters and Anglers (HHA) volunteered to help Fish, Wildlife and Parks count winter and predator kills on the Blackfoot Clearwater Game Range. HHA members, along with wildlife biology students from the University of Montana and folks from the Wind River Bear Institute received proper survey protocol from Jamie Jonkel, FWP Wildlife (grizzly bear) Specialist before heading afield. 

  The HHA volunteer group spent two days searching through the underbrush on the Game Range for carcass’s that provide important data for Fish, Wildlife and Parks. Among other animals, two deer were found that had been killed by mountain lions. 

  Other club activities have included sponsoring a forum on Yellowstone Grizzly Bear delisting, working with Hellgate High School students to remove old fence in Grant Creek that cleaned up elk habitat (they hauled out 4,400 feet of barbed wire), and jointly creating a new wildlife/sportsmen committee with Ravalli County sportsmen.

Ravalli County Fish and Wildlife Assoociation

  Ravalli County Fish and Wildlife Association were instrumental in the arrest of a man who had poached a Bighorn sheep ewe on the East Fork of the Bitterroot River last month. RCF&W had been working cooperatively with FWP Warden J.D. Douglas by offering a $500 reward for any information that would lead to a conviction within their Citizen’s Watch Program. Wardens investigated after a good Samaritan reported the violator’s vehicle license number and found numerous other violations to add to the citation. He has been sentenced and the tipster is now $500 richer.

Anaconda Sportsmen’s Club

  Anaconda Sportsmen’s Club continues to pursue the removal of illegal fencing in the Anaconda area. A resident west of Anaconda, as one example, put up a 10 ft. high board fence around 125 acres in a wildlife corridor. Thanks to Anaconda Sportsmen’s urging, negotiations led to the fence being rebuilt to allow for wildlife passage.

Public Lands and Water Access Association

  Public Lands and Water Access Association continues to pursue the public’s right to access Montana’s public lands and waters.  Progress is being made in Blaine County regarding the legal status of the Bullwhacker Road which provides access to over 75,000 acres of the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument. (See Dec/Jan. issue of Montana Wildlife) PLAAI has submitted a letter requesting the Blaine County Commission consider a three mile stretch across private land, where the Bullwhacker Road connects with the Cow Island Trail., a public road. The Anchor Ranch who owns the disputed road section has provided public opportunities for access by means of a sign-in box, but the road’s legality remains in limbo. 
