MWF Brings Hunters and Anglers Together as Roadless Working Group
  In November a collective of hunting and fishing groups organized as The Hunters and Anglers Roadless Working Group. The group of 12 organizations is committed to assisting state decision makers who are addressing the repeal of the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule, the adoption of a new rule, includingthe submittal of a Montana petition to the Department of Agriculture by November 2006. 

  We believe that leaving roadless areas in their current condition will protect Montana’s longer, more liberal hunting seasons, will ensure water quality for our fisheries and downstream communities, will strengthen local economies and perpetuate our robust, license dollar funded, wildlife and fisheries management programs. 

  Our organizations have been reaching out to our members and having conversations with key leaders in affected communities in order to better understand the importance of these areas to the hunting and angling community. Individually and collectively our organizations have been gathering information that supports leaving most roadless areas in their current condition. We will be organizing this information in a concise document that illustrates both the need for and importance of these areas to Montana’s fish and wildlife, hunters and anglers, our communities and our economies.

  This collective needs your support; we need letters to local newspapers, to Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer and to Montana County Commissioners. Please support the collective efforts of Montana Wildlife Federation, Montana Trout Unlimited, Montana Bowhunters Association, the Teddy Roosevelt Conservation Partnership, Anaconda Sportsmen, Orion: The Hunters Institute, National Wildlife Federation, Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, Helena Hunters and Anglers, Red Lodge Rod and Gun Hellgate Hunters and Anglers, and Trout Unlimited (National) by signing up your organization, writing letters to decision makers or submitting a letter to MWF identifying your values of a particular roadless area.
