Pombo Public Land Sale Bill
  House Natural Resources Chairman Richard Pombo, R-California and fellow Nevadan Rep. Jim Gibbons, Chairman of the Energy and Mining Subcommittee, successfully tucked 1872 Mining Law amendments into the $50 billion House Federal Budget Deficit Reduction Act, H.R. 4241. The measure that was narrowly approved by the House, 217-215, early morning Nov 18, allows the sale of public lands to mining companies for $1,000 per acre in an attempt to reduce our congressional deficit by generating income. 

  The new law proposes to lift the 11-year Clinton moratorium on mining patents, eliminate the current requirement that mining claim holders demonstrate valuable mineral deposits under the land and eliminates federal royalties. The bill also removes the requirement that the new owners mine the lands once they have been purchased. The new owners can basically do whatever they want with it including subdivision development. Furthermore, H.R. 4241 would allow lands contiguous to mining claims to be sold without proof that they contain valuable deposits. Mining companies could potentially purchase public lands merely by showing that someone once had an adjacent mining claim.

  After returning from their Thanksgiving recess in December, a conference committee will be appointed to review the House bill and a similar Senate Deficit Reduction bill in an attempt to merge the two separate budget reconciliation bills. 

  John Leshy, former Solicitor for the Department of Interior, who was instrumental in getting the patent ban implemented, insists that the Pombo/Gibbons amendments could open millions of acres of public lands for sale. Leshy also declared that the bigger losers “are the hunters, anglers, hikers, ranchers, and millions of American families who could soon find locked gates on previously public lands.” 

  Montana Rep. Dennis Rehberg voted for the bill. 

  MWF believes the measure will result in massive wildlife habitat loss and the loss of public access and public land recreational opportunities – this will result in the privatization of our public estate and will undo a century of public lands – public ownership. 
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