Outdoor News

Game Farm and CWD Update

  Montana - In 2002, the passage of the Sportsmen for Game Farm Reform Initiative 143 (I-143) established a new regulation prohibiting the shooting of animals, often referred to as “canned hunting”, for any kind of remuneration. The Montana code reads: “The licensee may acquire, breed, grow, keep, pursue, handle, harvest, use, sell, or dispose of the alternative livestock and their progeny in any quantity and at any time of year as long as the licensee complies with the requirements of this part, except that the licensee may not allow the shooting of game animals or alternative livestock, as defined in 87-2-101 or 87-4-406, or of any exotic big game species for a fee or other remuneration on an alternative livestock facility.” 

  In 2003, after extensive investigation by FWP agents the department served Charles Taylor, owner of the Big Sky Elk Ranch near Moore, Montana, three citations for illegally accepting money from people who shot captive elk on the game farm. However, as misdemeanor violations before a County Justice Court, he was acquitted due to language the jury saw as loopholes, instead believing he was following the law. According to FWP, between September and December of 2003, Taylor’s clients shot 98 elk; between September and December 2004 clients shot 47 elk; and (it doesn’t stop here) so far this year (2005) – 26 elk have been sold!

  Anyone reading the law would ask how can the State of Montana allow this to continue? The game farm is not charging for the actual shooting; rather, he is charging “clients” a fee if they decide to keep the antlers and hide of the animals they have shot within the woven wire confines of the facility. 

  MWF believes the law is clear and that allowing the shooting of game farm animals for any kind of remuneration by using loopholes is an unconscionable violation that requires state action. This is a Montana business regulated by Montana laws. Other angles that game farm operators have considered include the selling of an animal to an individual first with a transfer of title for approximately the same fee as a “canned hunt”, and then allowing the new owner to “dispatch” the animal as they see fit or the gifting of an animal to a new owner tied to some other monetary exchange and then the owner can “dispatch” the animal, shoot the animal on the game farm.  It is obvious to MWF that such efforts are unfortunately intended to “intentionally circumvent the law” and the will of people. 

  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks increased efforts this hunting season to collect the heads of hunter harvested deer and elk along the Montana Hi-Line due to the presence of chronic wasting disease (CWD) fewer than 100 miles north of the Montana border in Saskatchewan. The number of collection barrels were increased across northeast and north-central Montana so hunters could deposit heads that will be tested for CWD. FWP believes it is not a matter of if, but rather when, CWD enters Montana, and biologists would like to know earlier than later so that they might institute preventative disease transmission risk measures as soon as possible. 

  Wyoming – Three new cases of CWD were confirmed by Wyoming Game and Fish Department authorities in an area the disease had not previously been detected. 

  The two hunter harvested mule deer bucks taken just north by northwest of Thermopolis and a whitetail buck harvest on the Wind River Indian Reservation about 20 miles west of Thermopolis have triggered vocal concerns by conservations due to their proximity to elk feeding grounds south of Yellowstone National Park. In addition to the National Elk Refuge outside of Jackson just south of Yellowstone, Wyoming has 22 other elk feed grounds. 

  According to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, “Computer models that simulate how diseases spread suggest if the disease were left unmanaged over the next 10-30 years that it would spread widely and might infect more than 40 percent of adult deer.” Think of the ramifications if, when CWD is confirmed in an elk feed ground.  

  According to Meredith Taylor of the Wyoming Outdoor Council, “This is a wildlife time-bomb waiting to go off. When this kind of threat occurs, specific to proposals like closing elk feeding grounds, reducing competition between wildlife and cattle grazing on public land and checking all slaughter cattle for signs of mad cow disease should be seriously heeded,” said Taylor (see related story in Wyoming Feedgrounds Double as CWD Time Bomb page16). 

  Alberta – In October the Canadian Food Inspection Agency confirmed that two wild mule deer collected about 30 kilometers southeast of Oyen, Alberta were infected with CWD. Following the discovery of the first case of CWD in a deer in neighboring Saskatchewan in September, the agency collected 133 animals for testing. The two new cases were from this most recent collection batch. More than 6,000 wild deer and elk have tested negative in Alberta since 1996.

  Arkansas- Adding to the existing 23 states that have banned the importation of cervid carcasses, the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission passed an emergency resolution prohibiting the importation, possession, shipment, transport or carrying into the state any cervid carcass that originated in any area (state) that has confirm CWD or any cervid that was taken from any captive, enclosed or game farm facility. 

  The agency passed a prohibition against any live member of the cervid family coming into the state in 2002. 

  The carcass ban is similar to one proposed by Montana Wildlife Federation but rejected by the Montana Legislature and Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission. Interstate transportation of boned meat, meat that has no portion of the spinal column or head attached, antlers, cleaned skulls or antlers attached to cleaned skulls, cleaned teeth, finished taxidermy products, tanned products and cervids harvested in commercial hunting resorts located in areas that do not have a confirmed case of CWD are allowed. 

  Massachusetts – The Massachusetts Fisheries and Wildlife Board have unanimously agreed to institute a previously approved temporary prohibition on the importation of all live species of the deer family into the state as a permanent regulation.  The board after taking testimony since June has also voted to enact regulations similar to Arkansas that prohibit the importation or possession of whole carcasses or parts of deer or elk from states and Canadian provinces where CWD has been confirmed.  

  Virginia – In October the Board of Game and Inland Fisheries passed a similar regulation as Massachusetts and Arkansas prohibiting the importation or possession of deer carcasses or specified parts of carcasses originating from any state or province which has confirmed CWD with exceptions for boned, cut and processed meat, capes, skulls, antlers teeth and finished taxidermy products.  

  Pennsylvania – In September, following the discovery of CWD in both New York and neighboring West Virginia this year, the Department of Agriculture banned the importation of deer, elk and moose carcass parts from states and provinces having a history of CWD, if the states themselves have not imposed a ban on removing carcass parts from CWD containment areas.
Whirling Disease Detected In Miles City Hatchery
  Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks officials placed the state’s Miles City Hatchery under quarantine after whirling disease was detected in a sample of young rainbow trout collected for annual fish-health tests.

  “Our primary aim with annual tests is to maintain the high standard of health at each of Montana’s 10 fish hatcheries,” said Gary Bertellotti, chief of FWP’s hatchery bureau in Helena. “We collected a total of 60 trout for health testing and detected an extremely low level of whirling disease infection in one sample.”  

  This is the first time whirling disease has been detected in a state hatchery. Whirling disease is a potentially fatal ailment of trout and salmon caused by a microscopic parasite with a complex two-host lifecycle. The parasite consumes the cartilage of young fish, which cause the fish to swim erratically. It was first found in Montana in 1994.

  The Miles City Hatchery is the state’s warm-water fish hatchery where 50 million walleye fry and two million walleye fingerlings are raised annually for stocking in Montana lakes and reservoirs. The hatchery also raises large and small mouth bass, northern pike, tiger muskie, channel catfish, sauger, and pallid sturgeon. None of those warm-water fish are susceptible to the whirling disease parasite. 

  Bertellotti said the Miles City Hatchery raises small trout at the facility as a food source for bass brood stock and as a detection species for certain virus, bacteria, and parasites that cause fish diseases.  The 60 fish collected for the test were separated into 12 batches with each batch containing five fish. Whirling disease was detected in only one of the samples. 

  Under the quarantine, which is designed to substantially reduce the risk of spreading disease, fish cannot be transported from the facility. 

  “Plans are now being developed to ensure that Miles City Hatchery is safe and that no infected fish or whirling disease organisms will leave the hatchery and FWP will be able to produce warm water fish for stocking next spring.” Bertellotti said. “We’ve collected more trout for testing from the Miles City Hatchery and are retesting the samples we originally tested. Our policy is to sample more fish to confirm the original test results before we take additional action.” 

  Because the water source for the hatchery is primarily the Yellowstone River, Bertellotti said officials suspect that the fish were exposed to the whirling disease parasite in the hatchery’s rearing tanks supplied by Yellowstone River water. “It’s too early to draw any conclusions about the Yellowstone River, but we have to assume that the parasite came in either with the water or perhaps from birds that utilize the hatchery ponds after eating infected fish elsewhere in the state.”

Free Motorboat Validation Decals Required

  Ooops! The Montana boating registration law has changed again. Montana boaters will need to have two new decals on their motorboats, sailboats or personal watercraft before launching them next year. 

  The permanent water vessel registration law that went into effect in 2003 did not comply with a federal statute that limits the length of registration period to three years. Montana must comply to continue to receive federal dollars used for boat enforcement and safety education. Also, those who boated outside of Montana would after three years be in violation of federal statute and the statutes of other states.

  To keep Montana boaters square with federal boating laws, a new 2005 state law requires Montana owners of motorboats, sailboats or personal watercraft to display the following on their water craft:

* a permanent registration decal, and

* two new, free validation decals that expire every three years.

  “Boaters need to have all three decals properly displayed on their boats before putting them in the water next year,” said Ron Jendro, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks state boating law administrator. 

  Boaters who have already permanently registered their boats may obtain the two new free decals at FWP regional and area offices, or by going to the FWP website at: fwp.mt.gov under Hot Topics.

  If you go to an FWP office, be sure to take your current registration receipt issued by the County Treasurer, or have the information available when using the website to obtain the free decals. Validation decals ordered over the FWP website will be delivered by mail. New boat owners, or boats that have changed ownership, must also register their vessels prior to putting the boat in the water. Boaters will be able to pick up the two free validation decals when they get the permanent registration decal at their county treasurer’s office. 

  For more information, go to the FWP website under Hot Topics, or contact Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, by phone: 406-444-2452 or by email to: rjendro@mt.gov. tc "Whirling Disease Detected In Miles City Hatchery"
