Yellowstone County and Sportsmen

Open Access to State Lands

  Closed for more than 40 years, dating back to 1964, a portion of the Jellison Road accessing 600 acres of state land south of Billings along the Yellowstone River will soon be open to the public thanks to John Gibson, the Magic City Fly Fishers, and the Yellowstone County Commission. “This is a wonderful example of how sportsmen and sportswomen can work with their local commissions and private landowners to reach positive outcomes in the public interest,” said Gibson. “Club members put in many hours of hard work to reopen this site and provide a new public access to public lands opportunity.  We want to sincerely thank the commissioners for their consideration.”

  In 2004 the sportsmen group requested Yellowstone County Commissioners reconsider the road that was closed due to dangerous conditions. Sportsmen and commissioners through several public meetings, working with private landowners and the state have negotiated an easement for a new route. The easement will be fenced to protect private property and a walk-through gate will allow public access from a new parking lot on the state land. Shotguns will be allowed on the area but rifles and motorized vehicles will be prohibited.

  County commissioners released the following statement to MWF, “The Yellowstone County Commissioners are very pleased to have a win-win situation with the landowners and sportspersons for access to the river. We look forward to working on access issues and coming to an agreeable resolution to provide access to all Montanans.”   

  MWF acknowledges this outstanding collaborative effort; thank you county commissioners and members of the Magic City Fly Fishers.  

