Outdoor News

Feds Approve Montana Wildlife Conservation Strategy

  Montana’s contribution to a nationwide inventory of America’s fish and wildlife was approved this week by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, endorsing the state’s commitment to conserving hundreds of species that fall in the gap between the state’s game animals and those that are threatened or endangered.

  The approval of Montana’s 700-page comprehensive fish and wildlife conservation strategy also allows the state to continue receiving federal funds through the State Wildlife Grants program, the nation’s core program for preventing wildlife from becoming endangered.

  “Montana’s comprehensive fish and wildlife management strategy brings us a step closer to the promise of long-term federal funding needed to avoid costly future problems, conserve wildlife and natural areas for future generations, and keep fish and wildlife management decisions in the hands of Montana citizens,” said FWP Director Jeff Hagener.  

  Through a series of public meetings held across the state in March, conservation groups including MWF and others joined with FWP to develop a five-year action plan to carry out the strategy. The first collaborative conservation project could be launched as early as next year. 

  “With the approval of Montana’s strategy, and the development of the collaborative action plan, the state now has a road map for conserving wildlife and wildlife habitat for Montana’s future,” said Land Tawney, regional representative of the National Wildlife Federation, which is also involved in developing the action plan. “We are glad to be part of the process that will ensure quality outdoor experiences, hunting, fishing and our tremendous diversity of wildlife for future generations.”

  If you would like more information, contact Montana Wildlife Federation, Communications and Teaming With Wildlife Coordinator, Rich Day, at rday@mtwf.org.

Special Drawings for deer, elk, moose, sheep and goat on the horizon

  Applying for special big game hunting permits and licenses is an annual spring ritual in Montana, but increasing numbers of hunters no longer labor over a paper application. In 2005, more than 18 percent of 279,000 resident and nonresident hunters applied for their special permits and licenses over the Internet. 

  This year’s drawing applications are available online. The deadlines to apply for FWP’s spring resident drawings are May 1 for moose, bighorn sheep and mountain goat; and June 1 for elk, deer and antelope.

  Hunters have realized a benefit from the new Internet application process because FWP’s Internet application won’t be accepted until the applicant correctly enters all of the information. This feature protects hunters from being excluded from a special drawing because their application was incomplete or contained errors. The only application error that can’t be detected over the Internet is if the hunter accidentally enters a valid hunting district but not the one intended. To avoid this error, applicants are encouraged to carefully choose and verify the hunting district numbers before entering them on the application. Once the application has been submitted, it cannot be changed.

  For those who don’t own a computer, Internet access is usually available at public libraries.

  FWP’s special drawing applications for all big game species are now available online at www.fwp.mt.gov. Applicants will need to click on Online Services for Online Applications.

  This service requires a MasterCard or Visa credit card and your will be charged an additional fee of $1.25, plus two percent of the total purchase, will be added to the purchase price. 

Montana joins legal battle over Roadless Rule

  Montana’s Attorney General, Mike McGrath partnered with the state of Maine filing an “amicus brief” supporting a lawsuit by four other state’s asking for reinstatement of the 2001, Clinton Roadless Rule. 
  California, Oregon, and New Mexico filed a joint lawsuit last year believing the current administration’s efforts to appeal the Roadless rule violated federal law by not studying environmental impacts. Earlier this year Washington State had joined the tri-state lawsuit, also with an “amicus brief.” 
  In the brief, McGrath and Maine’s Attorney General G. Steven Rowe write, “The Roadless Rule, adopted in 2001 following a comprehensive NEPA review process and unmatched for its citizen participation and support, is representative of the appropriate management and protection of public resources. It should not be repealed without comprehensive NEPA analysis.” 

  “Protected roadless areas serve as a primary source of clean water for fish and for wildlife, as well as for sources for the water supplies for our states’ cities and towns Protection of roadless areas provides habitat for threatened and endangered species as well as for big game species.”

  “Montana is nonetheless concerned that the repeal of the Roadless Rule leaves a vacuum in forest management and protection in Montana until its petition is acted upon. Montana is also concerned with potentially inconsistent treatment among adjoining western states with inventoried roadless areas.”

  “Montana has the third largest total area that had been protected by the Roadless Rule—all of which is placed at risk in the Roadless repeal,” said McGrath.  Montana lands include about 6.4 million acres.
  In Montana, the five-week big game hunting season depends extensively upon the habitat security provided by roadless areas, McGrath said, adding that the characteristics of roadless areas are “critical” for the quality of Montana’s open spaces.  

