Outdoor Notes

Premier Bighorn Sheep Habitat Protected
  Rocky Mountain Bighorn sheep were introduced in the Missouri breaks country north of Winifred in 1980.  Thanks to the efforts of Fish Wildlife and Parks the herd has grown and prospered to be one of the strongest in Montana.

  Three properties adjacent to the Dog Creek Wilderness Study Area, in and near the Upper Missouri Breaks National Monument, will soon compliment the efforts to ensure self sustaining wild sheep.  The properties will be obtained through fee title purchases of the Stulc and Bergum properties and a Conservation Easement on the Becker/Lundquist property on Whiskey Ridge, which is also excellent mule deer, wild turkey and upland bird habitat. The property negotiations have moved forward thanks to the efforts of FWP biologist, Tom Stivers, and by using sportsmen dollars, funds from Habitat Montana and with the support of the Foundation for North American Wild Sheep. 

  The purchased properties could be resold or traded for additional conservation easements in other sheep habitat. This project provides free public access to 10,000 acres of public land and protects 9,180 more acres of the best Bighorn habitat in MT from subdivision.

Hunters Major Contribution to Local Economies

  Economic opportunities come to communities in different ways and during different times of the year. In Miles City the Bull Sale in February, Bucking Horse Sale in the spring, the county fair in August and hunting season in the fall are income-generating activities that happen each and every year. Many small businesses across eastern Montana understand the importance of the hunter’s dollar each fall. Those of us who hunt, fish, camp, watch wildlife, hike and generally enjoy spending our time outdoors realize that it’s costly to do these things. The dollars recreationists spend are an important source of annual income to our communities in southeastern Montana and add to the local economy. 

  According to Rob Brooks, Coordinator for Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks’ Responsive Management Unit, hunters spend millions of dollars each year in support of their outdoor passions. FWP computes the average amount of money per day that residents and non-residents spent hunting in Montana. FWP Research and Technical Services Bureau produces a Harvest Survey that shows the hunter days that residents and non-residents devoted to hunting different species in each of the seven FWP regions.

  The data for the 2002-hunting season for southeastern Montana for upland game bird, antelope, deer, elk and the Block Management Program indicate that hunters spent over $17 million dollars to hunt in southeastern Montana in the fall of 2002. That’s a lot of money in a short period of time.

  In southeastern Montana, deer hunters expended the largest amount at $8,928,000. Next came the upland game bird hunters at $4,359,000. Antelope hunters spent $1,630,000 and elk hunters $1,309,000. The costs for licenses are not included in these expenditures.  

  The Block Management Program provided $1,011,606 directly to the landowners enrolled in the program for the 2002 hunting season. This included $50,000 in direct payments for weed control. Hunters used the program to find places to hunt, amounting to 40,000 hunter days. The program payment to landowners for hunter impacts assists landowners with operational expenses on the ranch/farm and frequently those dollars are spent in local communities. 

  According to Dave Smith of Red Rock Sporting Goods in Miles City, “During the fall hunting season customer traffic increases 25-35 percent. The hunting seasons in the spring and fall bring a different and important customer to our business. Both resident and non-residents add to the increase of customer traffic”. 

  The dollars hunters spend in local communities are an important source of income for many businesses across southeastern Montana. Hunters arrive in the fall, after the summer tourist season is winding down. Many different businesses receive the benefits of the dollars hunters spend. The expenditure hunter’s make are vital for the local economy and provide a steady and consistent income source each fall.

Massive Elk Die-off Blamed on Lichen
  Wyoming - The newest theory for what caused the recent deaths of nearly 300 elk in Wyoming is poisoning from Parmelia molliuscula, a tiny green lichen that is common in the southern Red Desert. 

  Wyoming fish and game officials believe that drought over the past several years has caused toxic levels of usnic acid to build up in the part algae, part fungus plant. It is theorized that the elk had turned to the lichen due to poor range conditions caused by years of drought.

  Coyote hunters reported dead and dying elk in the Red Desert area south of Rawlins in early February. When wildlife officials investigated, they couldn’t believe what they found; elk stumbling, some dead and most alive but unable to stand.  Nearly 200 elk had to be euthanized over a 50 square mile area. 

  Poisoning from contaminated water that contains heavy metals such as arsenic attributed to nearby mine sites, was first ruled out. Some biologists then turned to the potential of poisoning from a leaky gas well or pipeline while others looked at everything from ticks to vitamin deficiencies. 

  When researchers, however, analyzed the stomachs of the animals, they discovered that most of the elk had high concentrations of the lichen. In controlled lab-studies with captive elk taken from the area, the animals were fed a concentrated diet of the lichen. It was noted that the wild elk from the Red Desert and the test animals were both discharging red-colored urine. Researchers believe this is due to the high levels of usnic acid in the lichen.

  All the elk have recently displayed identical symptoms to the wild elk, one has died and two others can no longer stand.  Testing is continuing but researchers believe they have discovered the cause. 

  Biologists estimate that the die-off has claimed about 5 percent of the breeding cows in the herd of 400-600 animals.

Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge Youth Elk Hunt
  In the Dec./Jan. MWF newspaper, we reported on a new special elk youth hunt that was first offered in 2003 on the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge (CMR).  The special October 22-23 antlerless-elk hunt for youngsters between the ages of 12 to 14 is again an option for 2004. 

  The application deadline, just as with other Montana special permit deadlines, is June 1, 2004.  Again, 15 permits will be awarded through the drawing process.

  In 2003, 77 applicants vied for the 15 permits that are valid only on the CMR in portions of HD 621 and HD 622. The permit is identified in the FWP, Elk, Deer and Antelope Regulations as HD 621-00. 

  MWF believes this special hunt and the precursory, hands-on Youth Day Orientation is a wonderful way to cultivate ethical youth hunters to carry on our hunting and fishing heritage. 

  For more information or a permit application go to the FWP Web site, a FWP license provider or contact a FWP regional office. u 

FWP News - New License Year Brings Hunting Licensing Changes, and Grants Available for Fishing and Boating Classes
Licensing
  It’s time for hunters and anglers to purchase their new 2004-2005 licenses, and when they do they will notice some licensing changes. The following details are just a few of the significant changes. For licensing information and/or to purchase licenses, contact an FWP license provider, the nearest FWP regional office or go to www.fwp.state.mt.us

For the first time, all of the major Montana hunting and fishing licenses can be obtained online. The conservation license, fishing license, spring and fall black bear, deer, elk, migratory bird, turkey, upland bird and mountain lion permits are all available online. After April 1, all the special permit applications for deer, elk, antelope, moose, sheep and goat will also be available online. The department believes that as more people submit their special permit applications online, the drawings may occur sooner. Simply go to the “Online Licensing” icon on the FWP home page at the address above. 

Hunters will notice a new look in the state 2004 hunting regulation booklet. Legislation passed in 2003 allows commercial advertising in the 2004 deer, elk and antelope regulations as part of a pilot project to generate revenue to offset the cost of the booklets and to gauge public reaction.

A $2 state lands access fee is now included in the $6.25 price of the conservation license, replacing the separate $10 state lands recreational use license for hunting, fishing and trapping activities on state lands. Those planning to hike, bird watch or otherwise recreate on state lands are still required to purchase the $10 state lands recreational use license. 

A 25-cent fee added to the cost of the conservation license will pay for the search and rescue of lost hunters, anglers and trappers.

Any Montana youth 12-17 years of age who has successfully completed a hunter safety course, and who is purchasing any hunting license for the very first time is entitled to receive a Resident Youth Combination Sports License FREE of charge. The Combo license includes: a conservation license, fishing license, upland game bird license excluding turkey, a general elk license, and a  deer A license. 

All first time license buyers born after January 1, 1985 must complete a hunter education course before purchasing a hunting license in Montana.

Elk hunters should check the new regulations very carefully this year. New legislation has allowed FWP to authorize a second elk license, A9 (resident) and B12 (nonresident), for the taking of antlerless elk in some hunting districts. In some hunting districts there are changes that allow new, specific time frames for brow-tined bull hunting and in others there are expanded opportunities for either-sex elk hunting that can be closed by the Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission on a 48-hour notice. 

Fishing and Boating Classes

Montana teachers may now apply to the Future Fisherman Foundation for grants of up to $5,000 for developing fishing and boating classroom programs. 

  “About 200 teachers a year from across the state teach fishing, water resources and boating education in their classes,” according to Dave Hagengruber, FWP’s angler education specialist. “This is a good opportunity for Montana teachers who want to expand or upgrade their fish and boating teaching materials.”

  A total of $200,000 in grants will be available through the National Physical Education Grants Initiative to be used for fishing and boating equipment, field trips, class materials and other resources to assist instructors.

  Last year, the National Physical Education Grants Initiative provided 34 schools in 20 states with $150,000 in grants.

  All applicants will be notified in early June on the status of their grant proposals. A training workshop for those awarded grants will be held in July to help prepare teachers for the upcoming school year.

  Grant application forms are available online at www.futurefisherman.org , or by calling grants administrator Jeff Bloem at (703) 519-9691, ext. 247. Applications must be postmarked by April 21. u
