Hunter and Angler Code of Ethics:

  “Voluntary adherence to an ethical code elevates the self-respect of the sportsman, but it should not be forgotten that voluntary disregard of the code degenerates and depraves him.”  

“A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise.”
”A land ethic...reflects the existence of an ecological conscience, and this in turn reflects a conviction of individual responsibility for the health of the land. 
Health is the capacity of the land for self-renewal. Conservation is our effort to understand and preserve this capacity.” 

Aldo Leopold (A Sand County Almanac, 1949) For more than a year, the MWF Education and    


Communications Committee working closely 


with organizational leaders, staff and membership developed the following ethics code. We consider this code a living document open to change with changing times. It has been board approved to become a code and position(s) document within the formal organizational policies.  This code is the first step of MWF leading a multi-year effort to improve responsible and ethical hunter and angler behavior. 

  The preliminary draft of this code was presented to Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer weeks prior to the 2005 hunting season.  Believing the draft code was a good tool to urge ethical behavior and promote better private landowner/sportsmen relations, the Governor provided the following statement for an associated statewide press release:

“Hunting and fishing are an important part of our Montana heritage,” said Governor Brian Schweitzer. “Being responsible hunters and anglers, ensures that we together, can preserve that heritage for our families and for generations to come.”

  In July MWF will have available, free, a wallet card that display’s the Ten Rules of Conduct. We are hoping that anglers and hunters will request, retain and help widely distribute this card to sportsmen, sportswomen, outdoor enthusiasts and landowners. 

  To request your card and/or additional cards for distribution (please indicate how many you would like to receive) simply email or send a note to: MWF, Code of Ethics, PO Box 1175, Helena, MT. 59624, mwf@mtwf.org. 

Opening Code Statement 
  Ethical, conservation minded hunters and anglers built the most successful conservation system in history restoring wildlife while preserving the North American hunting and fishing heritage.

Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF) believes the future of our fish and wildlife is dependent on conservation principles, that hunting and fishing are sound, honorable wildlife management tools and that our hunting and angling heritage is dependant on the responsible, ethical behavior of each hunter and angler. 

1.  Adhere to and Promote Ethical, Fair Chase Hunting and Fishing 
Adhere to and promote the spirit and principles of fair chase, and insist hunting and angling companions do likewise.
If questioning whether an action is responsible or ethical, give the advantage to the fish and wildlife. Some actions or technology may be legal but not ethical.
Compete only with yourself. Don’t compete, interfere with, or encroach upon other hunters or anglers while they are in pursuit of fish and wildlife. Observe the “visual rule of crowding” and safety in the field and on all waterways. 
Pass along to young and new hunters and anglers the attitudes, skills and principles essential to fair chase pursuit of fish and game. 
2. Respect Fish, Wildlife and  Natural Environments
Show respect for all fish and wildlife and the habitats that sustain them.

Limit unnecessary advantages in your pursuit, and avoid situations that unnecessarily stress fish and wildlife.

 Harvest regulated species in a respectful manner. (i.e., only shoot when you have a clean, unimpaired, killing shot while hunting…)

Make every effort to quickly retrieve, tag (if appropriate), field dress and properly care for all harvested fish and game.

Quickly and carefully release all game fish not intended for consumption.

Practice low-impact activities while afield.  Leave no trace, use vehicles only on designated roads and trails, practice low-impact camping including control of campfires, do not disturb fish reproduction areas (redds) or fragile aquatic habitats, and pack out your trash, including spent shell casings, bait containers and monofilament fishing line.

Do not move live fish or aquatic nuisance species (plants and organisms) and invertebrates (insects, crayfish, etc.) from one body of water to another for any reason –it is a crime. Illegal fish introductions, including some live baits, can severely affect our sport fishery and native fish populations. The introduction of aquatic nuisance species can severely affect existing fish food sources, native species and degrade ecosystems.

Be weed aware and help to prevent the spread of noxious weeds. Noxious weeds are a serious economic and environmental threat that affects the health of wildlife habitat and private land.

Our fish, wildlife, public lands and waters are public resources that are managed for the benefit of all people, respect them, care for them and do not abuse, monopolize or privatize them so that we may pass on these treasures to future generations.

3. Elevate Fish, Wildlife and Habitat Conservation 
Support and advocate the conservation of wild, free-roaming diverse populations of fish and wildlife and the habitats upon which they depend.

Support and safeguard public ownership of and access to America’s fish and wildlife, water and public lands consistent with the Public Trust Doctrine preventing their privatization and commercialization.

Stay informed about fish, wildlife and habitat issues, and urge decision makers to support management policies consistent with the North American Model of Fish and Wildlife Conservation.

Become involved in wildlife conservation organizations and their programs.

Promote and sow the seeds of a conservation ethic to young and new hunters and anglers.

4. Respect Private Property
Act responsibly when on private land as a guest of the landowner, treat the land and private property as if it were yours, and conduct yourself in a manner that proudly represents our hunting and angling heritage.

Always acquire access to hunt or fish private land. 

Stay within the high-water mark of streams and rivers.

Leave gates the way you find them. 

Don’t shoot near dwellings, livestock or operating equipment.

Never remove or damage any private property, crops or natural features, including fences, outbuildings, artifacts, or livestock. 

Notify landowners or land managers of any problems, i.e. gates out of order, etc. 

Request guidelines, directions and rules from a landowner and follow a landowner’s hunting and fishing instructions.

 Share game or offer to assist the landowner in some way to show your appreciation.  

Do not litter.  Pick up litter and leave private property cleaner than you found it.

5. Hunt and Fish Courteously and Safely
Learn and obey the rules of safe gun and bow handling, and courteously insist that others who hunt with you do likewise. 

Hunt with a plan, be aware of weather conditions, tell someone where you are going, be prepared for accidents, and have a working knowledge of survival techniques. 

Be proficient with all equipment and maintain it in good condition. 

Use binoculars, not your riflescope, to identify your target. 

Wear hunter orange when appropriate or required by law. 

Hunting, fishing, alcohol and drugs don’t mix.  

Operate water craft safely. (i.e., don’t overload your canoe with decoys; be proficient at operating your raft or canoe; drive motorized water craft in a manner that does not endanger passengers or other water recreationists…)

6. Show Consideration for All Outdoor Users
Don‘t disrespectfully display your harvest, particularly during transport.

Be a good ambassador for hunters and anglers.  Publicly represent hunting and angling in a respectful manner which will reflect positively on hunting and fishing. 

Operate water craft in a manner respectful of other outdoor enthusiasts.  

Be prepared before approaching a launch area for a quick and controlled launch. 

Leave your camp better than you found it.

Yield to floaters while angling if there is no other channel for navigation.

Assist other outdoor users in need.

Keep hunting dogs under control. 

 7. Know, Uphold and Advance the Law 
Obey applicable laws and regulations: obtain appropriate tags and licenses; obey harvest and possession limits; and only use ethical and legal hunting and fishing methods and equipment. 

Adhere to honorable behavior beyond the scope of law.

Insist and only hunt or fish with companions that obey applicable laws and regulations.

Provide assistance to law enforcement officers and report illegal hunting and fishing activities to 1-800-Tip Mont (847-6668).

 Be accountable for actions whether intentional or unintentional.

8. Be Proficient in Outdoor, Hunting and Fishing Skills
Be aware of your outdoor, hunting or fishing skills and equipment limitations and continually strive to improve them. 

Sight-in your firearm or bow, and practice shooting to ensure good marksmanship for a clean, humane kill. 

Aspire to and promote one-shot hunting skills.

Possess knowledge of field dressing and be prepared to properly care for harvested fish and wildlife in the field…respect your catch or kill.

9. Be Knowledgeable About Fish and Wildlife
Understand the habits of game and non-game fish and wildlife. 

Understand habitat requirements to sustain game and non-game fish and wildlife. 

Understand fish and wildlife management methodologies and techniques.  

 Hunt and fish with an in-depth knowledge of the species pursued.

10.  Assist Others in Becoming Ethical Hunters and Anglers
Invite a young person, a new hunter or angler, non-hunter, or non-angler afield and encourage their enrollment in the state Hunter Education program.

Teach untrained water craft users how to operate safely and ethically.

Share your knowledge and this “code” with all hunters and anglers, particularly anyone new to hunting and fishing. Foster and nurture respectful and honorable behavior. 

Closing Statement 
Ethical, responsible and prideful actions championed by hunters and anglers while promoting conservation principles are essential to securing our hunting and fishing future in Montana.  Adherence to the Montana “Hunter and Angler Code of Ethics” upholds our proud heritage of hunting and angling and is vital to improving relations with the general public and private landowners.

  The Montana “Hunter and Angler Code of Ethics” was produced by Montana Wildlife Federation and its affiliate clubs. The Federation encourages its use by hunters, anglers, and hunting, fishing and conservation organizations to further ethical, responsible and honorable actions that extend beyond the scope of the law. tc "Hunter and Angler Code of Ethics\:"
